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EGPA Permanent Study Group XXI on Policy Design and Evaluation 
 

The European Group for Public Administration (EGPA) conference is the annual meeting of the 
community of academics, young researchers, and practitioners of public administration in Europe. In 
2022, the conference will be organized in Lisbon, in collaboration with INA (Instituto Nacional De 
Administração).  

The Permanent Study Group XXI of the European Group for Public Administration was established in 
2016. In the past years, the study group proved to be a valuable forum for scholarly exchange about 
issues that relate to the public administration of policy design and evaluation, including the production 
and use of policy advice by actors within and external to the government. To ensure the quality of 
public policies and programs, the study group considers it key to advance a better understanding of 
policy design and evaluation, and particularly their interplay with politics and public administration in 
the context of professional and interactive policy-making.  

For this year’s edition, the Study Group seeks (1) paper abstracts related to the themed session on 
cross-cutting policies, and (2) paper abstracts relating to the key mission of the study group. 

 

Themed Session: Policy design and evaluation of cross-cutting policies 

Governments are increasingly challenged to make efficient and effective choices regarding the 
allocation of resources to public ends. As a consequence, governments’ capacity for policy design and 
evaluation have moved to the centre of the governance agenda. At the same time, policy problems 
have become increasingly complex and wicked in nature. This has resulted in a higher demand for 
evidence on causal linkages between inputs, outputs and outcomes.   

While the challenges to professional and interactive design and evaluation processes are already 
considerable in the context of ‘regular’ complex policies, those challenges become even more sizeable 
in the case of cross-cutting policies. These complex policies cross the boundaries of individual policy 
areas, such as is the case for transition policies, which refer to ‘radical transformation(s) towards a 
society as a response to a number of persistent problems confronting contemporary modern societies’ 
(Grin et al. 2010). The current policy design and evaluation literature is not yet equipped to deal with 
cross-cutting policies. It is still primarily focused on specific policy instruments based on one 
intervention and well-delineated, measurable policy objectives. It also assumes the relatively easy 
availability of straightforward data to support design and evaluation processes. In contrast, cross-
cutting policies imply that policymakers rely on systemic, longitudinal, and dynamic approaches to 
reach sustainable policy solutions and transitions (such as climate neutrality; eco-social policies etc.). 
For some policy issues there are more long-standing cross-cutting strategies (see especially gender 
mainstreaming). Yet for many other policy issues it is not clear how they can be (effectively and 
efficiently) solved, because societal outcomes only manifest themselves on the longer run and often 
result from non-linear processes.  

In other words, cross-cutting policies require ‘integrated political strategies’ (Bornemann, 2014), new 
forms of policy expertise and knowledge production (Straßheim & Canzler, 2019), and intense 
collaboration across a plethora of actors in the public arena. They require both academics and 
practitioners to rethink conventional approaches to policy design and evaluation, and therefore 
constitute interesting empirical, conceptual and theoretical puzzles. For this year’s themed session, we 



 

 
                                                      

are looking for abstracts that address policy design and evaluation in a context of cross-cutting policies. 
Papers can deal with issues such as: 

• The politics of designing and evaluating cross-cutting and transition policies. 

• The governance, coordination, and institutionalization of such policies. 

• The artisanal and technical work of policy design and evaluation in a context of cross-cutting 
and transition policies.  

• Policy expertise and policy advice for cross-cutting policies. 

• Political-administrative relationships in a context of designing and evaluating cross-cutting 
and transition policies. 

• Accountability and legitimacy challenges related to designing and evaluating cross-cutting 
and transition policies. 

Abstracts should include a clear puzzle, research question, outline of the approach, research design, 
and main results. 

Please note that presenters may be asked to serve as discussants on other participants’ papers. 

 

General Session: Papers on Policy Design and Evaluation 

Papers abstracts for the upcoming EGPA Conference can also deviate from the themed session on 
cross-cutting policies as the Study Group will organize one or more general sessions around its core 
mission. To be precise, the Study Group will provide a platform to discuss and exchange insights on all 
cutting-edge research relating to policy design and policy evaluation, stemming from different or inter-
disciplinary perspectives.  

Papers submitted under the core mission of the Study Group can consider practical and theoretical 
issues of policy design and evaluation, both as independent as well as dependent variables. This can 
include issues such as the impact of New Public Management or New Public Governance on design and 
evaluation; the effects of fiscal austerity measures and international institutions on policy design and 
policy evaluation; the role of stakeholders (parliament, interest groups, party study centers, etc.) in 
policy design and evaluation; theories of the policy process with a specific focus on policy design and 
evaluation; the issues of ‘rationality’ (e.g. evidence take-up, efficiency and effectiveness 
considerations) and ‘ideology’ (e.g. influence of policy paradigms or political ideologies) in policy 
design and evaluation, etc. We are also interested in papers that present innovative methodological 
contributions to the study of policy design and evaluation, and we welcome comparative research that 
is based on the input of scholars and practitioners alike.  

Aspiring participants are very welcome to get in touch with the study group co-chairs when in doubt 
about the suitability of a particular topic. 

 

We look forward to your proposals!  

 

 
 



 

 
                                                      

Practicalities 

Important dates: 
✓ Deadline for submission of Abstracts: Extended – May 23, 2022 
✓ Deadline for notification to the authors: no later than May 30, 2022 (extended) 
✓ Deadline for online submission of full papers: August 10, 2022 
✓ EGPA 2022 Conference: 6-9 September 2022 

 
EGPA 2022 Conference website:  
https://www.egpa-conference2022.org/ 
 
EGPA 2022 Conference Management System:  https://www.conftool.org/egpa-conference2022  
 
For any questions regarding 2022 Conference, please contact us at: 
 f.maron@iias-iisa.org  
 

 
Chairs of the Permanent Study Group XXI: 
 
Dr. Sonja Blum 
University of Hagen (Germany) 
E-mail: sonja.blum@fernuni-hagen.de 
 
Dr. Ellen Fobé  
KU Leuven - Public Governance Institute (Belgium) 
E-mail : ellen.fobe@kuleuven.be 
 
Ass. Prof. Dr. Valérie Pattyn 
University of Leiden (The Netherlands) 
E-mail: v.e.pattyn@fgga.leidenuniv.nl 
 
Prof. Dr. Caspar van den Berg  
Groningen University (The Netherlands) 
E-mail : c.f.van.den.berg@rug.nl  
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