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EGPA Permanent Study Group VIII on Citizen Participation 

Citizen Participation and Approaches to Democratic Renewal 

A number of developments have put democratic political systems under increasing pressure in the last 
decade(s): increasing economic inequalities, more diverse populations, climate change, and recently 
also the Covid-19 crisis. Each of these challenges has been compounded by the increased system 
interconnectedness and complexity that globalisation creates.  
 
In many Western democracies these challenges have led to new dividing lines, such as between citizens 
being pro- and anti-vaccination, and sometimes to increased existing cleavages such as between young 
people taking a stance against climate change and the political establishment, which they accuse of 
not doing enough.  
 
In response to this, new social and political movements and coalitions have emerged that are 
formulating and campaigning for divergent responses on how to meet these challenges. Coalitions of 
change vary in their ideas and goals – for example, they can be progressive as well as conservative, 
and they may aim to transform institutions or merely to change their existing policies - but they 
increasingly play an important role in determining how societies deal with these challenges and how 
democracy adapts. In this adaptation, because of the complexity and the global nature of these 
challenges, there is often a reconsideration of the democratic system itself: to what extent will the 
current political systems be able to cope with these issues, and which institutional changes are needed 
to do so? For some citizens and politicians this leads to a preference for more autocratic or populist 
political leadership, for some it leads to apathy and resignation that the democratic system is simply 
ineffective, while for others the preference is for democratic innovation.  
 
In our next meeting of the EGPA Study Group on Citizen Participation during the Annual EGPA 
Conference, we will look at the role of citizens in renewing and re-inventing democratic systems. What 
can be done to move from preserving the current form of democracy towards more flexible forms of 
democracy which are able to adapt to changing circumstances and demands and cope with future 
crises to come?  This raises new questions, such as: 
 

• How can citizen participation contribute to the renewal and re-invention of the practices, 
processes and institutions of democracy?  

• What new democratic practices and processes are being developed in neighbourhoods, 
schools, cities, regions and countries and what is the role of citizen participation? 

• What is the role of the European Union in strengthening democracy in EU member and 
candidate countries through citizen participation? 

• How can democratic innovations such as new forms of citizen participation be spread and 
scaled?  

• What other innovations could help to renew and re-invent democratic systems?  
 
These questions are not only relevant to established Western democracies but also to other parts of 
the world, for example in younger democracies or authoritarian regimes, where citizen movements 
may be working toward regime change. These questions encourage international comparisons and are 
also intrinsically inter-disciplinary; hence, bringing together scholars from political science, public 



 

 
                                                      

administration, economics, geography, business administration, public law, history, sociology and 
philosophy will be crucial for productive exchanges and original new insights.  
 
In particular, we are keen to have papers which are co-produced by scholars and practitioners who 
may be public officers working in public services, elected politicians or politically engaged citizens. We 
believe that these challenges not only require new conceptual or theoretical models but also the tacit 
knowledge of people involved in public policy-making. 
 

Practicalities 

Important dates: 
✓ Deadline for submission of Abstracts: Extended – May 23, 2022 
✓ Deadline for notification to the authors: no later than May 30, 2022 (extended) 
✓ Deadline for online submission of full papers: August 10, 2022 
✓ EGPA 2022 Conference: 6-9 September 2022 

 
EGPA 2022 Conference website:  
https://www.egpa-conference2022.org/ 
 
EGPA 2022 Conference Management System:  https://www.conftool.org/egpa-conference2022  
 
For any questions regarding EGPA 2022, please contact us at: 
 f.maron@iias-iisa.org 

 

Co-chairs of Permanent Study Group VIII 

Dr. Elke Loeffler 
University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, UK 
Email: elke.loeffler@strath.ac.uk 
 
Dr Marlies Honingh 
Radboud University, Nijmegen, The Netherlands 
Email: m.honingh@fm.ru.nl 
 
Prof. dr. Bram Verschuere 
Ghent University, Ghent, Belgium  
Bram.Verschuere@UGent.be  
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