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EGPA Permanent Study Group VII on Quality and Integrity of Governance 

TAKING STOCK – WHERE HAVE WE BEEN, WHERE ARE WE AND WHERE ARE 
GOING? 

As the second decade of the century has come to a close, it is clear that public institutions face 
unprecedented challenges. New technologies have intensified public and private monitoring of subject 
populations, bringing both risks and opportunities in their wake. The ability to 'see like a state' seems 
diminished and yet dangerously enhanced. The COVID-19 pandemic has further deepened the already 
rampant social and economic inequality. And while the corona crisis has yet to die down, climate 
change poses an even more disrupting reality that cannot wait for incremental change. Meanwhile, 
judicial, economic and administrative institutions struggle to maintain purchase when internal 
processes for producing and acting on evidence are lost in a cacophony of alternative truth-claims.  
 
 
As such, we ask: 

• How has scholarship in the area has evolved in the last decade or more? 

• What is the state of the art in the area right now?  

• Which directions and themes will emerge in the next decade?  

• What are the main blind spots in the study of the quality and integrity of governance? What 
methods have been underutilised and which hitherto overlooked fields offer insights? 

In order to address these questions, we invite a) qualitative or quantitative overviews of the quality 
and integrity of governance; b) literature reviews that set out a state of the art for the field; and c) 
critical reviews of important questions or emerging issues. We especially encourage interventions from 
doctoral researchers and early career scholars. 
 
Topics may for instance include, but are not limited to: 
 

• Developments in the study of governance and climate or sustainability 

• Regulation, corruption and organisational ethics 

• Public service values and transparency 

• Quality of governance in specific institutions (police; ministries etc) 

• Regional and comparative studies on quality of governance 

• Quality and integrity of governance in the face of technological change 
 
Subject to available contributions the Study Group  co-chairs will explore the possibility of a journal 
special issue taking stock of the field and articulating an agenda for further study. Alternatively, we 
may explore a research handbook-style book proposal. This will depend on the papers submitted.  

  



 

 
                                                      

On the EGPA PSG VII: Quality and Integrity of Governance 

 
The Permanent Study Group on Quality and Integrity of Governance brings together academics and 
practitioners interested in the quality and morality of administration and organization. The group’s 
mission is to establish a long-term network aimed at stimulating research on the quality of the public 
sector.  
 
The aim of the annual sessions is to present an overview of the cutting-edge academic research on 
quality and integrity of public governance. The Study Group particularly wants to contribute to making 
progress in comparative research, building on previous initiatives in transnational and global dialogues 
and the increasing cooperation between researchers around the world. To this end, we ask all 
participants to also serve as a discussant on one of the papers presented, providing valuable feedback 
to the presenters in question and fostering a lively discussion in the group as a whole.  
 
 

Practicalities 

Important dates: 
✓ Deadline for submission of Abstracts: Extended May 23, 2022 
✓ Deadline for notification to the authors: no later than May 30, 2022 (extended) 
✓ Deadline for online submission of full papers: August 10, 2022 
✓ EGPA 2022 Conference: 6-9 September 2022 

 
EGPA 2022 Conference website:  
https://www.egpa-conference2022.org/ 
 
EGPA 2022 Conference Management System:  https://www.conftool.org/egpa-conference2022  
 
For any questions regarding EGPA 2022, please contact us at: 
 f.maron@iias-iisa.org  

 

Co-chairs of Permanent Study Group VII 

Dr. Leonie Heres 
Utrecht University/ Erasmus University Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
E-mail: l.heres@uu.nl  ; heres@essb.eur.nl   
 
 
Dr. Ciarán O'Kelly 
Queen's University Belfast, Northern Ireland 
E-mail: c.okelly@qub.ac.uk  
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